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the ambition of founding a Hindu kingdom.
He collected around him hardy and active
hillmen from the Ghauts, known as Mawlis,
seized fort after fort, and was soon able
to establish himself in the tract between
Chakan and the Nira. The astonishing-
rapidity, with which he made these acquisi-
tions, called forth no opposition on the
part of the king of Bijapur for some time.
But the capture of the forts of Torna and
Rajgad by Shivaji in 1648, soon attracted
notice and awakened the court of Bijapur
to his real designs. The king of Bijapur
naturally suspected that Shivaji's activities
were connived at by Shahaji; he there-
fore first endeavoured to strike at the
root by putting Shahaji into prison
to bring pressure on Shivaji. But Shivaji
with his superior wisdom and sagacity
made friendly peace with Shaha Jehan,
Emperor of Delhi; and through his in-
tercession, secured the release of his father.
The hostilities between Shivaji and the
Bijapur king were continued successively
for ten years, and the latter made great
efforts to surprise and capture him. Orders
were issued to Jahagirdars and Deshmukhs
to seize Shivaji and to suppress his revolt.
Expeditions were sent against him under
distinguished military commanders to crush